
The Official Publication of the Southern New Hampshire Radio Control Club, Inc.

Inside This Issue:
	 • President's Column
	 • Meeting Minutes
	 • Why Lipos Puff
	 • On the Bench
	 • Required Flight Documents August 2026

The August 10th Meeting Will Be Back 
at the Litchfield Middle School Cafeteria!

The August 10th Meeting Will Be Back 
at the Litchfield Middle School Cafeteria!



Next Meeting
August 10, 2026
Club meetings are held on the second 
Monday of each month.

Our regular monthly meeting will be 
held on August 10th at 7:00 PM in the 
Litchfield Middle School cafeteria. Please 
attend!

The Bullsheet is published by the 
Southern New Hampshire Radio Control 
Club (SNHRCC), Inc, a nonprofit 
Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) 
Chartered Club #408, for the promotion 
of building and flying Radio Controlled 
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Hey Folks!

Hope you are staying cool this 
summer. Not too much new 
this month, but we are looking 
forward to a great Fun Fly in 
the fall. 

Unfortunately I’ll miss this 
meeting due to a work trip, 
but hopefully we’ll have some 
news before the September 
meeting.

From The President



Southern NH Radio Control Club Meeting Minutes

July 13th, 2026

Litchfield Fire & Rescue Community Room

Officers in attendance: Cody, Mark, and John

The Secretary’s report was read and accepted, and the 
Treasurers report was assumed to be unchanged. 

Cody reported on Grinnell field in Derry. He has put in a request to 
meet. The field is off Island Pond Road in Derry. This was formerly a 
private airstrip that Rich Bono had suggested we investigate.

Cody also mentioned the Salem Transfer station on Shannon Rd in Salem. Cody will work on making 
contact.

John Marien provided a contact name and phone number for the Merrimack transfer station.

There was additional discussion about the Hudson site, unlikely to see any change in our favor there.

From The Secretary



From The Editor
Greetings Folks!

As I was putting together this month's Bullsheet, it occurred to 
me that our hobby is about much more than airplanes.

Sure, we all enjoy the challenge of building a better model, 
squeezing a little more performance out of a setup, or making 
that perfect landing. We spend plenty of time talking about 
batteries, radios, servos, and engines. But when you really think 
about it, those things are just the excuse that brings us together.

What keeps a club alive isn't the airplanes—it's the people.

It's the experienced pilot who takes time to help a newcomer 
make that first successful flight. It's the member who digs 
through a toolbox to find the one Allen wrench you forgot. 
It's the guy who spots a loose clevis before takeoff, or spends 
an afternoon helping someone troubleshoot a stubborn radio 
problem. Those little acts of generosity happen so often that we 
hardly notice them anymore, but they're what make this hobby 
special.

Our club has certainly faced its share of challenges recently, 
especially with the loss of our flying field. Yet here we are, still 
building, still learning, still sharing ideas, and still looking ahead. 
That says a lot about the character of this group.

So as you're enjoying the flying season, remember to lend a hand 
when you can. Invite someone to take the buddy box. Answer a 
question. Share a tip. Show off your latest project—or even your 
latest mistake. We all learn from each other.

After all, airplanes eventually wear out. Friendships tend to last a 
whole lot longer.

See you at the field!

I am the BEST at 
cable management !

I've recently been dealing with some computer-related issues.  
I dearly love my FrSky X-20 transmitter.  When I bought it, I 
had a functional Windows laptop computer, and had no issues 
making the two talk to each other.  But recently, that laptop died, 
and my only alternative was to switch Ethos Suite over to my 
MacBook Air. I could go through the details, failure by failure, 
but nobody wants to read 18 pages of my whining, so I will just 
cut to the chase.  All USB cables are not created equal.  What 
was particularly frustrating was the the X-20 display would show 
"USB Connected", when in fact, it was not connecting all the 
way.  I explored all the options, checked with Aloft Hobbies online 
forum, and even considered sending the radio to them for service.  
Ultimately, it was just a matter of getting a good (both data and 
charging) USB A to USB C cable.  Problem solved!



Share what you’re building!

Send a photo and a short description of the 
model, repair, restoration, or project currently 
on your workbench. Each member who 
submits material for the “On the Bench” page 
will receive one entry ticket for our year-end 
drawing. One ticket per member per issue.
At the Christmas meeting, one ticket will be 
drawn and the winner will receive a $100 
prize. Whether you’re framing up a new model, 
covering a wing, restoring an old favorite, or 
just getting started, we’d love to see what you’re 
working on!  E-mail your contributions to 
taylor@soaringstuff.comSubmit Your Photos - Earn One Ticket per Issue!

From John Hayes' Workbench

Just about a year ago I decided I would like to build a 
PICA kit, these are no longer available, but it has been on 
my shelf taunting me for years.

Since I had a 1/5 scale (sort of scale) Cessna 182, it was 
a logical choice. Assembling the kit was fairly straight 
forward with no real gotchas. I have chosen an RCS 140 
(22cc) engine for power as I have used this engine on 
other planes with good success. The plane has a presence 
due to its size. 

Covering is ultracote primarily white with blue and gold 
trim. For the most part the covering came out OK but the 
newer formulations can at times be challenging.



From Taylor Collins' Workbench

Since the summer of 1974, when I saw Otto Heithecker fly his 
original design Challenger at the Chicago SOAR Nats, I have 
had a fantasy of owning one.  When Ray Hayes, at Sky Bench 
Aerotech came out with a laser cut kit about ten years ago, I 
knew that my fantasy was within reach.  Here is a sampling 
of photos taken along the way.  The 12 foot span sailplane has 
been converted to electric power. I engineered a "pull-pull" 
control system on both rudder and elevator (using a pulley to 
allow pulling the normal belcrank in both directions.

I've discovered that I really 
like Zinser brand Bulls Eye 
water base primer.  It sprays 
well with an inexpensive 
Harbor Freight spray gun.

I knew that I had little hope of doing a decent job of film covering the 
complex tail fairings, so I decided to sheet and fill the surfaces for a 
paint finish. The forward part of the fuselage was fiberglassed, filled, 
and primed as well.  I know the white film covering won't match the 
white paint exactly, but it's better than a mass of wrinkles.

Those six foot long wings have got a 
gazillion parts in them, with ribs, shear 
webs, and sheeting.  Each trailing edge 
flap is four feet long.

I got lucky and found a steel washer that 
was exactly the correct diameter to use 
as a removable "jig" for sanding the nose 
perfectly round.  I stuck it on with a couple 
of dabs of Goop urethane adhesive.

Tom Scully flew this beautiful example of the same kit in the Unlimited Soaring Event at the AMA Nationals.



By John Marien
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https://trust.modelaircraft.org/ 
This is the Course/test site. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZklBwvy6gZc 
This video explains the TRUST Test REQUIREMENT. 

This is a requirement of the AMA and 
FAA, so please take the few minutes to 
take the course. The “test” is a set of 
slides explaining the knowledge base 
required, followed by a few “keep doing 
it until you get it right” questions that is 
the actual test. Its quite simple if you 
watch the slides. You will need to keep a 
copy of the certificate with you when 
flying. Once and done forever. 

No whining,  
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These are the required documents to fly at an AMA Chartered Field.  
For the FAA you technically only need your FAA Number where it can be seen on your aircraft 
in plain view (i.e. not inside).  I keep them in my radio box. 

REQUIRED  
FLIGHT  DOCUMENTS 

1. FAA Drone Registration Number/Card 
2. TRUST Certificate 
3. Current Club Card 
4. Current AMA 
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Southern New Hampshire Radio Control Club
Membership Application

2026


